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QUICK FACTS:  STEWARDSHIP FUND GRANTS 
MONTANA SAGE GROUSE HABITAT CONSERVATION PROGRAM 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 
WHAT’S HAPPENING? 
The Montana Sage Grouse Oversight Team (MSGOT) is seeking grant applications for conservation 
projects to benefit sage grouse and sage grouse habitat.  This is the first grant cycle announced by 
MSGOT under the Sage Grouse Stewardship Fund Grant Program.   
 
WHAT IS THE STEWARDSHIP FUND GRANT PROGRAM AND WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THE GRANT FUND? 
The 2015 Montana Legislature created the grant program when it passed the Greater Sage Grouse 
Stewardship Act.  The Act is a key pillar of Montana’s Conservation Strategy which led to the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service to decide that listing the greater sage grouse under the federal 
Endangered Species Act was not warranted. 
 

The purpose of the Stewardship Fund is to maintain, enhance, restore, expand or benefit sage 
grouse habitat and populations by providing voluntary incentives.  Habitat conservation is an 
important part of Montana’s Conservation Strategy, especially on private lands, where most of 
Montana’s sage grouse live. 
 

The Stewardship Fund is a source of competitive funding to facilitate free-market mechanisms for 
voluntary, incentive based conservation on private lands (and public lands as needed) in habitats 
designated as necessary to conserve sage grouse and maintain state management of the bird. 
 
WHAT IS THE DEADLINE TO APPLY? 
Applications must be received on paper via postal mail, express delivery or hand delivery by April 8, 
2016 at 5 p.m.  Late, faxed, or incomplete applications will not be considered.   
 
HOW DO I APPLY? 
Potential applicants should first review the Eligibility and Evaluation Criteria Guidance document and 
the Montana Sage Grouse Oversight Team Procedures 01-2016 document.  These documents 
provide important details about the Sage Grouse Stewardship Fund Grant Program, its purpose and 
the application process. 
 

Potential applicants should download or print the application.  Complete the application using a word 
processor or by hand.  Attach additional documentation, maps, and other supporting materials as 
appropriate.  Only hard copies of applications and supporting materials should be submitted.  
Emailed applications will not be accepted. 
 
WHERE TO I SUBMIT MY PAPER APPLICATION AND SUPPORTING MATERIALS?   
Applications can be submitted via postal mail, express delivery, or hand delivered to: 
 
Montana Sage Grouse Habitat Conservation Program, Carolyn Sime 
Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation 
Conservation and Resource Development Division (CARDD) 
1625 11th Avenue 
PO Box 201601 
Helena, MT  59620 



 
 

3/14/16 
 

    

QUICK FACTS:  STEWARDSHIP FUND GRANTS 
MONTANA SAGE GROUSE HABITAT CONSERVATION PROGRAM 

 
WHAT DOES THE GREATER SAGE GROUSE STEWARDSHIP ACT SAY ABOUT THE GRANT FUND?   
The 2015 Montana Legislature provided specific statutory direction for the Stewardship Grant Fund.  
Consult the Eligibility and Evaluation Criteria Guidance document for all the details. 
 

Here are a few of the most important details: 
• Projects are only eligible if they are located, at least in part, on land in designated sage 

grouse habitats:  core areas, general habitat, or the connectivity area.   
• Some projects are statutorily ineligible.  Examples include:  fee simple acquisition of private 

land, water right purchase, leases or easements that require recreational access, 
supplementation or replacement of operating budgets except for budget items that directly 
relate to purposes of the grant.   
 

WHO CAN RECEIVE GRANT FUNDING FROM THE SAGE GROUSE STEWARDSHIP FUND? 
Only agencies and organizations are eligible to receive funds from the Stewardship Grant Fund.  
Applicants must be an agency or an organization.  Private citizens are not eligible to receive funds 
unless they are working with an agency or an organization and the funds will be provided to the 
agency or organization directly. 
 

Agencies are defined as a department, agency or instrumentality of the State of Montana; a political 
subdivision of the state; or a tribe.  Organizations are defined as a private entity registered with the 
Montana Secretary of State authorized to conduct business in the State of Montana.   
 

Further, organizations or agencies are only eligible if they hold and maintain conservation 
easements or leases or are directly involved in sage grouse habitat mitigation and enhancement 
activities approved by MSGOT.  

 
WHAT KINDS OF PROJECTS ARE ELIGIBLE FOR FUNDING UNDER THE SAGE GROUSE STEWARDSHIP FUND 
GRANT PROGRAM? 
The 2015 Montana Legislature set forth the eligibility criteria in the Greater Sage Grouse 
Stewardship Act.  Review the Eligibility and Evaluation Criteria Guidance document for complete 
details. 
 

The Act provides that a project is eligible if it will maintain, enhance, restore, expand, or benefit sage 
grouse habitat and populations for the heritage of Montana and its people through voluntary, 
incentive-based efforts.   

 

For example, eligible projects may include: reduction of conifer encroachment; maintenance, 
restoration, or improvement of sage brush health or quality; incentives to reduce the conversion of 
grazing land to cropland; restoration of cropland to grazing; fence marking; reduction of unnatural 
perching platforms for raptors; reduction of unnatural safe havens for predators; and purchase or 
acquisition of leases, term conservation easements or permanent conservation easements.  
MSGOT can consider other project ideas, but they must be consistent with the purpose of the 
Stewardship Act.   
 
WHAT KINDS OF PROJECTS ARE NOT ELIGIBLE FOR FUNDING UNDER THE SAGE GROUSE STEWARDSHIP 
FUND GRANT PROGRAM? 
The 2015 Montana Legislature also identified what kinds of projects would be ineligible to receive 
grant funding.  Review the Eligibility and Evaluation Criteria Guidance document for complete 
details. 
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For example, projects are ineligible if they seek funds:  for fee simple acquisition of private land; to 
purchase water rights; to purchase a lease or conservation easement that requires recreational 
access or prohibits hunting fishing, or trapping as part of it terms; to allow release of state or 
federally-listed species protected by the federal Endangered Species Act; to supplement or replace 
the operating budget of an agency or organization except for budget items that directly relate to the 
purposes of the grant.  
 

The purpose of the Stewardship Fund Grant Program is to provide competitive funding and establish 
ongoing free-market mechanisms for voluntary, incentive-based conservation which in turn 
generates credits available for sale in a marketplace.  MSGOT is unlikely to award Stewardship 
Fund Grant Program dollars for research or education because such efforts do not generate 
conservation credits which offset the impacts of development.   
 
HOW WILL APPLICATIONS BE RANKED AND HOW WILL THE MONTANA SAGE GROUSE OVERSIGHT TEAM 
PRIORITIZE PROJECTS FOR FUNDING?     
Projects will be evaluated by the extent to which the proposed project will maintain, enhance, 
restore, expand or benefit sage grouse habitat and populations.   
 

Other criteria include the extent to which the proposed project generates credits that are available 
for compensatory mitigation and which will offset the impacts of development in designated sage 
grouse habitats.  Greater priority will be given to habitat projects which maximize the number of 
credits generated per dollars of grant funds awarded and which are actually available for 
compensatory mitigation.   
 

Greater priority will be given to projects which represent partnerships between public and private 
entities.  Greater priority will also be given to projects showing matching funds and the extent to 
which the matching funds are consistent with the Stewardship Act. 
 
HOW WILL APPLICATIONS BE REVIEWED AND HOW WILL THE PROCESS WORK?    
Applications will be reviewed by the Sage Grouse Habitat Program and subject matter experts.  As 
required by the Stewardship Act, applications will also be made available for public review on the 
Program’s website at https://sagegrouse.mt.gov/grants.html.  The public will also be able to submit 
comments online using the comment tool.  MSGOT would review the applications, the Program’s 
recommendations, and take public comment during a regularly scheduled meeting.  MSGOT would 
also select successful applicants during a regularly scheduled public meeting.    
 
HOW WILL FUNDS BE AWARDED AND TRANSFERRED? 
Once MSGOT selects the projects to be funded, the amount of the funding, and any conditions 
associated with the funding, successful recipients will enter an agreement with the MSGOT, the 
Program, and DNRC.   
 

For most grants, funds are expected to be made available on a reimbursable basis as expenses are 
incurred.  Special arrangements could be made for projects which require a lump sum payment.   
 
DOES THE MONTANA SAGE GROUSE OVERSIGHT TEAM HAVE ANY LIMITATIONS ON HOW IT DISTRIBUTES 
THE FUNDS? 
Yes.  First, MSGOT cannot disburse a majority of the money in the Stewardship Fund before it 
adopts a Habitat Quantification Tool approved by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.   
The Habitat Quantification Tool will be used to determine how many credits are generated by land 
conservation projects that benefit sage grouse and how many debits are incurred by habitat 
disturbances that cannot first be avoided or minimized under Executive Order 12-2015.    

https://sagegrouse.mt.gov/grants.html
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Second, MSGOT cannot disburse the majority of the funds to projects which do not generate credits 
that are available for compensatory mitigation. 
 

Projects which are funded, in any part, with money from the Stewardship Fund prior to the adoption 
of the Habitat Quantification Tool will be reviewed retroactively to determine how many credits were 
generated.  Those credits must then be made available on the habitat exchange. 
 
HOW MUCH MONEY IS IN THE STEWARDSHIP FUND? 
The 2015 Montana Legislature placed $10 million in a special revenue account called the 
Stewardship Fund.  The money can only be spent on grants and projects consistent with the 
Stewardship Act’s purposes and requirements.  It is hoped that the Stewardship Fund becomes self-
sustaining through time.  Unspent funds roll over from year to year.   
 
ARE THERE ANY OTHER IMPORTANT RESOURCES POTENTIAL APPLICANTS SHOULD CONSULT?   
Yes.  Applicants are encouraged to review several key documents related to sage grouse 
conservation before completing and submitting their applications. 

• The Evaluation and Eligibility Criteria Guidance document for the Montana Greater Sage-
Grouse Stewardship Account Grant Program.  This document combines the statutory 
requirements of the grant program located at MCA § 76-22-101 et seq, and the 
administrative rules promulgated to implement the grant program located at 14.6.101-102, 
ARM.  

• Executive Order 12-2015, dated September 8, 2015, outlines the duties of the Montana Sage 
Grouse Oversight Team and the Montana Greater Sage-Grouse Habitat Conservation 
Program. 

• The Montana Greater Sage Grouse Habitat Conservation Advisory Council Final 
Recommendations, dated January 29, 2014, and other background information leading up to 
Montana Executive Order 12-2015, available at:  
http://fwp.mt.gov/fishAndWildlife/management/sageGrouse/habitatConservation/. 
 

Applicants can also learn more about the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service September, 2015 decision that 
listing was “not warranted” and other information about threats to sage grouse by visiting:    
http://www.fws.gov/greatersagegrouse/findings.php.   
 
In particular, see: 

• The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Notice of 12 Month Petition Finding, announcing its decision 
not to list the greater sage grouse rangewide under the federal Endangered Species Act (i.e. the 
“not warranted for listing” decision); see 80 FR 59858-59942, October 2, 2015, available at:  
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2015/10/02/2015-24292/endangered-and-threatened-
wildlife-and-plants-12-month-finding-on-a-petition-to-list-greater.  Attention should be placed on 
portions relevant to Montana. 

• Addressing Threats to Sage Grouse at:  http://www.fws.gov/greatersagegrouse/findings.php. 
• About the Conservation Effort and Plans at:  http://www.fws.gov/greatersagegrouse/findings.php.  

http://fwp.mt.gov/fishAndWildlife/management/sageGrouse/habitatConservation/
http://www.fws.gov/greatersagegrouse/findings.php
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2015/10/02/2015-24292/endangered-and-threatened-wildlife-and-plants-12-month-finding-on-a-petition-to-list-greater
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2015/10/02/2015-24292/endangered-and-threatened-wildlife-and-plants-12-month-finding-on-a-petition-to-list-greater
http://www.fws.gov/greatersagegrouse/findings.php
http://www.fws.gov/greatersagegrouse/findings.php

