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MONTANA GREATER SAGE GROUSE STEWARDSHIP GRANTS

PRE-APPLICATION PROPOSAL FORM



The Sage Grouse Habitat Conservation Program (Program) will use the following information to prepare a preliminary report for would-be applicants who are considering whether or not to apply for funding from the Sage Grouse Stewardship Account.  Would-be applicants should also submit GIS spatial data with this Pre-Application Proposal.  The Program will contact you with any additional questions.

The Program will apply the habitat quantification tool and applicable policy to estimate the number of credits that might be available from the project, according to the Montana Mitigation System Policy Guidance Document for Greater Sage-Grouse October 2018, v1.0 and the Montana Mitigation System Habitat Quantification Tool Technical Manual for Greater Sage-Grouse October 2018, v1.0.  

The Program will also assemble other ecological metrics related to the project.  The Program will compile this information into a Preliminary Review Report and provide it to would-be applicants who can then decide for themselves whether to submit a Complete Application.



SUBMISSION INFORMATION

Pre-Application Proposals should be emailed to sagegrouse@mt.gov.  Indicate Pre-Application Proposal in the subject line.  

Be sure to also attach spatial data (a zipped GIS geodatabase) for the project.  Other file formats such as “pdf” or “jpg” or “kmz” do not enable use of the habitat quantification tool.  Contact the Program directly with questions about technical data requirements.


Pre-Application Proposals must be submitted using this form.  This will allow sufficient time for the Program to complete HQT calculations and return Preliminary Reports.  After reviewing the Preliminary Report, agencies or organizations decide for themselves whether to submit a Complete Application.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]NOTE:  a proposed project will not advance in the grant selection process based on the Pre-Application Proposal alone.  All interested agencies or organizations must submit the more detailed Complete Application, final spatial data, and supporting information.   





SAGE GROUSE STEWARDSHIP ACCOUNT GRANTS
PRE-APPLICATION PROPOSAL

Project Title:

Requested Amount:

Applicant – Project Sponsor and contact information:
Name:  
Title:  
Agency/Organization:
Street / P.O. Box:  	
City:    
State and Zip:
Phone:
E-mail:  

Primary Point of Contact if Other than Individual Named Above:  
Name:  
Title:  
Agency/Organization:
Street / P.O. Box:  
City:    
State and Zip:
Phone:
E-mail:  

Names of Other Project Partners (list):  
Individuals and other agencies / organizations involved in the project and their roles, including private landowners who own lands included in the Project.


Project Location (include map if possible):  
County / Counties:
Township / Section / Range of All Lands Within the Project:


Project Type - Preservation (easement or lease), Habitat Restoration, Habitat Enhancement, or Combination:


Project Duration (number of years or perpetuity):
For easements or leases, number of years or state perpetuity:
For restoration or enhancement, number of years after initial restoration or enhancement activities the Project will remain in place.


Project Description (2000 words maximum):
Describe the project, discuss project activities, any vegetation management, etc.



Are there any existing surface use agreements:  Yes/No
If there are existing surface use agreements, please describe the nature of the agreements, their duration, and expiration date.  Does the lease contain an option to renew?


If the participating private landowners do not own the mineral rights, are the mineral right owners known?  Yes/No


Are there any existing mineral leases?  Yes/No
If there are existing mineral leases, please describe the nature of the leases, their duration, and expiration date.  Does the lease contain an option to renew?  


Is any portion of the Project Area enrolled in NRCS Farm Bill Programs?  Yes/No
If yes, please describe.  For example, what program and when does the project expire?  Provide the Township / Range / Section of the enrolled lands.


If there are State Trust Land parcels and /or BLM parcels within the boundary of the proposed project, do the participating landowners hold the appropriate state or federal lease, grazing or farming authorizations?  Yes/No


Draft Budget:
Estimated request and draft budget.  Grant funds may not be used to replace or supplement grantees operating budget unless the budget items directly relate to sage grouse conservation.  If grant funds would be used to replace or supplement grantees operating budget, provide brief explanation.


Amount and Source of Any Matching Cash Funds:


Are matching cash funds committed and in-hand:  Yes/No
If yes, when must they be expended?  If no, describe the circumstances, expected decision timeline, and when the cash will become available.


Amount and Type of Any In-Kind Contributions:


Have Matching Funds Been Secured?  Yes/No


Estimated Implementation Timeline and Project Readiness:
Describe when project is expected to be initiated and completed.


Brief description of the socioeconomic impacts of the project on the local community, positive and/or negative:  


Pre-Application Proposals should also be accompanied by GIS spatial data so the Program can calculate HQT scores.
Contact the Program with questions about the technical requirements.


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION THAT WILL BE NEEDED IN THE FUTURE FOR A COMPLETE APPLICATION:
If you decide to submit a Complete Application after receiving the Program’s Preliminary Review Report, the following documents should be submitted with the Complete Application.  This information will assist during the evaluation process and would be required ultimately if selected for funding by MSGOT.  

If this information will not be available by the time a Complete Application is submitted, indicate on the application the information that is presently available and when the remainder will become available.  MSGOT could award grants with conditions that must be satisfied before the project will be fully funded.  Conditions can be included in the grant agreement.

The list is provided here so that would-be applicants know what will be expected in the future.
· Project Design / Maps
· Final Spatial Data
· Letters of Support
· Site Management or Stewardship Plan
· Restoration Plan, if applicable
· Enhancement Plan, if applicable
· Site Monitoring Plan
· Itemized Detailed Budget, including request, matching sources of funds and in-kind contributions
· Easement or Lease terms
· Market Appraisal for easements to determine the grant request amount
· Mineral Remoteness Review Report for easements
· Easement or Lease Acknowledgement Form
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