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The Endangered
Species Act
(ESA)

« The Endangered Species Act provides
a program for the conservation of
threatened and endangered plants
and animals and the habitats in which
they are found.

e U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

e U.S. National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Fisheries Service

« Requires federal agencies to ensure
that actions they authorize, fund, or
carry out are not likely to jeopardize
the continued existence of any listed
species or result in the destruction of
adverse modification of designated
critical habitat of such species.

* Prohibits any action that causes a
"taking" of any listed species.
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HOW DID WE GET HERE?

In 2010, the USFWS found listing of sage-grouse under
the ESA was “warranted but precluded” by other higher
priorities.

Cited loss and fragmentation of habitat and lack of
adequate regulatory mechanismes.

In 2011, USFWS entered legal settlement agreement
requiring new status review by September 30, 2015.

MONTANA SAGE GROUSE
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Executive Orders and
Implementation of
the Stewardship Act

Key components to the Act:

» Created the Montana
Sage Grouse Oversight
Team (MSGQOT)

» Created the Sage Grouse
Stewardship Account

* Provided statutory
guidance for the
Stewardship Account.

» Established that impacts
to sage grouse habitat
would be mitigated for
and provided guidance.

» Delegated rulemaking
authority to MSGQOT.

MONTANA SAGE GROUSE
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. IS charged with implementing the Act and the
Executive Orders across state government,
coordinating with federal land management
agencies as they implement the sage grouse
conservation provisions in their land use plans, and
working with other partners, especially private
landowners who conserve the majority of important
sage grouse habitat in Montana.

PURPOSE

Sustain viable sage grouse populations and conserve habitat so a listing
under the Endangered Species Act is unwarranted and allows Montanans
to maintain control of their lands, wildlife and economy.

MONTANA SAGE GROUSE
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What Brings a Project In?

The Program operates under the Montana Greater Sage-Grouse Stewardship
Act and Executive Orders 12-2015 and 21-2015.

Program consultation is necessary if the proposed project:

s located within Designated Sage Grouse Habitat
AND
Requires a State Permit, Review, Approval or Authorization

Program determines habitat impact
Program works with project proponents to lessen impacts
MITIGATION HIERARCHY = AVOID, MINIMIZE, RESTORE
Mitigation to offset impacts
Some project types exempt

MONTANA SAGE GROUSE
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Regulatory Component of the Program
and Projects Reviewed

PROJECTS REVIEWED BY PROJECT TYPE

Agriculture - Land Forestry Recreation
Pipeline
Transmission Line

Industrial fCommercial
Residential

0il/Gas

Mining

Agriculture - Water

Transportation

Communication

MONTANA SAGE GROUSE
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Consultation Process Overview

State Within
Permit(s) Designated

Program Obtain Mitigation Implement

. i Permit(s) i i Project
Required Habitat Consultation (if applicable) )
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MSGOT Meeting | 11 December 2023 | 10 Habitat Conservation Program




Questions About Program Overview?
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Submitting a Project

You do not need to log in to view this map
https://sagegrouse.mt.gov/ProgramMap
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https://sagegrouse.mt.gov/ProgramMap

Development
& Conservation
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Development Conservation

e Mining « Conifer removal

* Energy development e Burying infrastructure

e Communication e Mesic restoration
infrastructure e Stewardship Account

» Agricultural development Grants

MONTANA SAGE GROUSE
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Entering a Project
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BASICS

ASICS: Project Information

Project Information

Name:

I:> Project Type: | BT B

Nt sure which type to select? View the list of Praject Types and their potential Disturbance Types.

Description:

Describe your complate project. not just portions of the project on faderal or state land. Be sure to include afl associsted and. future If the projact imvaives & septic or subdivision permit. include infarmation about any pian to instail  septic
system, construct & building ar other surface disturbing activity in the future associsted with the permit

Permit Agencies: ] Montans Deparsment of Transpariation [ Department of Agriculture
[] Us Army Corps of Engineers [] Department of Commerce
[ US Buresu of Land Mansgement [ Department of Environmensal Quality
[ US Burezu of Reclamation [] Department of Fish, Wildife and Parks
[ US Department of Agriculture [ Department of Lsbor and Industry
[ US Department of Energy [ Department of Livestock
[ US Dapartment of the Interior [] Department of Natural Resurces and Conservation
[0 US Fish and Wildlife Service [0 Trust Lands - Department of Natural Resources and Conservation
[] US Forest Service [] Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
[0 OtherfNone of the Above [0 Montana Board of Qil and Gas

Contact Informal

MName: Therese Hartman

Email: proponent@email.com Phone: (408) 4441234

Mailing Address:

Additional Contact Info:

Deseribe and provide phone/email for people other than yourself that we might need to coordinate with while reviewing your project

MONTANA SAGE GROUSE
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Project Information

MName:

Project Type:

:> Description:

|:> Permit Agencies:

BASICS: Project Information,

Cont.

— Mot Assigned - hd

Nat sure which tvpe to sefect? Vew the list of Profect Types and their patential Disturbance Types.

Describe your compiate project. nat fust portions of the project an faderal or state iand. Be sure to include 3 associsted and forasesable future development. [Fthe project imvolves 3 septic ar subdivsion permit indude imformation about any pian to install 3 septic

system, construct 8 buiding ar other surface disturbing actinty in the future assocated with the permit

[] Montana Departmant of Transportation
[ U5 Army Corps of Engineers

[ Y5 Bureau of Land Management

[ U5 Bureau of Reclamation

[ US Deparzment of Agriculure

[ Y5 Department of Energy

[ U5 Department of the Interior

[ U5 Fish and Wildlife Service

[ U= Ferast Service

[ COtheriMone of the Above

[] Departmient of Agriculture

[ Department of Commerce

[] Department of Environmental Quality

[ Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks

[] Department of Labor and Industry

[ Department of Livestock

[ Department of Natural Resources and Conservation

[] Trust Lands - Department of Matural Resources and Conservation
[] Federal Energy Regulatory Commission

[] Maontana Board of Oil and Gas
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BASICS: Project Contact and
Responsible Party

MONTANA SAGE GROUSE
abitat Co gram

Habitat Co



BASICS: Additional Information

I:> Additional Information

Is vegetation removal associated with the project? ® Yes O No

Is reclamation of surface disturbing activity included in project? @® Yes O No

What seed mix is proposed?

When will reclamation occur? ~Month—- w | —-Year- w

Is this project funded through state or federal funds? ® Yes O No

What's the status of your funding? - Mot Applicable — +

Save & Continue

MONTANA SAGE GROUSE
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DISTURBANCES: Spatial Data

* Locate project
* Enter spatial data

e Fill out

disturbance information
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DISTURBANCES: Spatial Data, Cont.
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QUESTIONNAIRE
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ATTACHMENTS AT TA C H M E N T S

Not Assigne

— Not Assigned —
Correspondence (DOC, DOCXK, POF)
Permit documentation (DOC, DOCX, PDF)
Environmental Assessment (DOC, DOCX, PDF)
Plan of Development, Project Design Files or Maps (DOC, DOCX, PDF)
Final Letter Package (DOC, DOCK, PDF)
Stewardship Account Contribution Forms (DOC, DOCX, PDF) [
Spreadsheet (XLS, XLSX)
3rd Level Data (ZIP - can contain shp, ascii, gdb, geotiff, etc)
Photos (JPG, PNG, GIF, TIFF)
Credit Monitoring Report (DOC, DOCK, PDF)
Stewardship Account Grants (DOC, DOCXK, POF)
Qther
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Questions About the Submittal Process?
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CONSULTATION PROCESS

Review Guidance: HQT and. Compleﬁe M|t|gat|on
Documentation Obligations
Ensure Project is Accurate Application of Policy, Run HQT, if Applicable. Contribution to Stewardship
and Complete Legislative, and EO Account
Exemptions o o
Share Mitigation
Mitigation Hierarchy Obligations with Proponent Permittee Responsible
Adherence Application of EO Or
Stipulations:
Program Consultation Purchase Credits from Third
Letter Package Party (not currently
Application of Policy available).
Multipliers

MONTANA SAGE
Habitat Conservation
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Review of Project

Ensure Project is Accurate and Complete to Ensure Efficient Review
» Project Type
» Location
» Disturbances
» Timeframes
» Reclamation

Minimize Impacts Where Possible!

» Bury above-ground features.

» Implement Outside of March 15 — July 15.

» Re-route when crossing through Sage Grouse Lek Buffers.

MONTANA SAGE GROUSE
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Guidance

EQO Exemptions: Legislative Exemptions: Policy Exceptions:
> Attachment F line »> SB 299 » Exempt Community
items A-M > SB 284 Boundaries
> Trenchless Methods
> Etc.

If applicable, Consultation Process may end here.

MONTANA SAGE GROUSE
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Guidance, Continued

Montana Mitigation System
Habitat Quantification Tool Technical Manual

For Greater Sage-Grouse

Version 1.1

December 2023

MONTANA SAGE GROUSE
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Guidance, Continued

Reserve Account Multiplier: Advance Payment Multiplier:  Federal Net Gain Multiplier:

» 20% of raw HQT score. » 10% of Raw HQT Score > 10% of Raw HQT Score
» Mandatory, applied to all > Applied if applicant for portion of project

projects. makes contribution to within a federal nexus.
» "Insurance Pool” Stewardship Account.

» Not Applicable for
permittee-responsible
Projects.

MONTANA SAGE GROUSE
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Guidance, Continued

Core Area Stipulations: General Habitat Stipulations: Industry Specific

» Surface Disturbance » Surface Occupancy Stipulations:

» Surface Occupancy » Seasonal Use > 1:640 Acres for Ol
» Seasonal Use and Gas Projects

MONTANA SAGE GROUSE
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Common Core Area Stipulations

Surface Disturbance:
» Cannot Exceed 5%.
» Determined by Density Disturbance
Calculation Tool (DDCT).
» DDCT represented by orange
area.

Surface Occupancy:

» No surface facilities within 0.6 mi of
perimeter of active sage grouse lek
in a Core Area.

» No Surface Occupancy lek area
(NSO)

> Represented by large red circle.

Seasonal Use:

> Activities within four miles of an
active sage grouse during March 15
—July 15 are prohibited.

» Represented by gray circle outline,

MONTANA SAGE GROUSE
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Common General Habitat Stipulations

Surface Occupancy:

» No surface facilities within 0.25 mi of
perimeter of active sage grouse lek
in General Habitat.

» No Surface Occupancy lek area
(NSO)

> Represented by small red circle.

Seasonal Use:

» Activities within two miles of an
active sage grouse during March 15
— July 15 are prohibited.

» Represented by solid gray circle.

MONTANA SAGE GROUSE
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Industry Specitic Stipulations and Minimization

Industry Specific Stipulations: Minimization, minimization,
» 1:640 Acres for Oil and minimization:
Gas Projects » Number of site-specific

multipliers can be
reduced by minimization.

MONTANA SAGE GROUSE
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HQT and Documentation

Submit HQT Request. Share Mitigation Obligations
> Include Site=Specific Multipliers With Applicant
> Policy Multipliers > Project may be edited at
this time.
> HQT may be run multiple
times.

Compile Program Consultation

438 Letter Package

» Consultation Letter

> Mitigation Plan (if applicable)

» Stewardship Account Forms
(if applicable)

MONTANA SAGE GROUSE
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Complete Mitigation Obligations

Contribution to Stewardship Account: Permittee — Responsible:

» Transfers responsibility to secure » Proponent responsible for creating
credits to the State. credits through habitat preservation,

» Advanced Multiplier added to HQT restoration, enhancement activities.
Score. > Retains liability to offset impacts.

» Raw HQT x $13/debit with 3% » More info can be found at”
discount applied over the lifetime of https://sagegrouse.mt.gov/About

the project.
Purchasing from Third Party:

> Not available at this time.

Once mitigation obligations are offset, Consultation Process Concludes.

Habitat Cor

MONTANA SAGE GROUSE
servation Progran



Questions About the Consultation Process?
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EXAMPLES
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Mining Projects

« COAL MINING

D E HARD ROCK MINING

MONTANA N,  OPENCUT MINING

STANDARD OPENCUT MINING PEEMIT APPLICATION

This form is used fo permit a new site, re-permit a site inte the 2021 law, and for amendments of existing permits where: a) water
resources are affected, including surface water, infermitfent or perennial streams, ground walsr, or water comveyance facilities, orb)
where ten or more Occupied Dwelling Units are located within one-half mile of the permil boundary, § 82-4-432¢1), MCA4.

Operator Name:

Site Name:

INSTRUCTIONS - How to submit a complete and accurate Plan & Application:
1. Before completing thiz form, verify the most current version is being used and read the guidance information available on

the Opencut Mining Section’s wehsite at hitps-/deq mt gov/mining/assistance.

10. Total Permit Acreage Breakdown (acreages must be entered to the neavest TENTH of an acre and must match the
acreages af the boundary submitted to DEQ Opencut.)

Existing or New Amendment Total Permitted Acres
Permit Acres Acres (if any)
Bonded Acres® 0.0 Mote: To ensure that the
N “Totals™ display, use the
b. Non-Bonded A % 0.0 play.
on--onced Acres Tab key after entering
C. Bunde_d Access Foad 0.0 each acreage amouat.
Acres**¥
Totals _0.0 _0.0 _0.0

MONTANA SAGE GROUSE
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Mining Project Example

OPTION 1 OPTION 2
10 Acre Gravel Pit
10 Acre Gravel Pit
4
New Access Road
}New Access Road
Two site-specific multipliers No site-specific
applied to the HQT multipliers applied to the

MONTANA SAGE GROUSE
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Buried Communication Project Example

Possible Required Permit
Agencies:

»Department of Environmental
Quality

»Department of Transportation

»Department of Natural
Resources — State Trust Lands
Division

»The Bureau of Land Management

New vs. Old segments

Equipment Necessary for
Implementation

MONTANA SAGE GROUSE
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Buried Communication Project Example
OPTION 1

Implementation
Equipment:
Vibratory Plow 1

Location:
Along MT HWY 24 2
and Highway 528 in
McCone County 3

Implementation Dates: 4
June 20t 2024 —
August 1%, 2024

Four site-specific multipliers applied
to the HQT

MONTANA SAGE GROUSE
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Buried Communication Project Example
OPTION 2

Implementation
Equipment:
Vibratory Plow ><

Location:
Along MT HWY 24 | |
and Highway 528 in
McCone County ><

Implementation Dates: X
July 16 2024 — August
31t 2024

No site-specific multipliers applied,
No HQT ran = No Mitigation

MONTANA SAGE GROUSE
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Solar Project Example

Larry Mayer

MONTANA SAGE GROUSE
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Solar Project Example
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Solar Project Example

High 100

Each cell on the basemap: (0-100)

Low

MONTANA SAGE GROUSE
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Solar Project Example

Buried Power Line

N\

Polygons
Building

Field

Power Plant
Storage Yard
Substation
Facility Boundary

Facility Boundary Access Road

Lines
Pipeline
Power Line
Road

MONTANA SAGE GROUSE
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Solar Project Example

»Scenario 1 (higher quality habitat) — show both direct and indirect via mock
HQT map

https://sagegrouse.mt.gov/ProgramMap

MONTANA SAGE GROUSE
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https://sagegrouse.mt.gov/ProgramMap

Solar Project Example

Scenario 1

Scenario 2

MONTANA SAGE GROUSE
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Solar Project Example

High

Low

Location 1

MONTANA SAGE GROUSE
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Location 1 - Impacts

Pre-implementation Post-implementation

MONTANA SAGE GROUSE
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Location 2 - Impacts

Pre-implementation Post-implementation

MONTANA SAGE GROUSE
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() ) Lek 2-Mile Buffer
O |:| Lek 4-Mile Buffer

U [C) Lek No Surface Occupancy Areas
https://sagegrouse.mt.gov/ProgramMap
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https://sagegrouse.mt.gov/ProgramMap
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