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Montana’s Greater Sage-Grouse 
Stewardship Grants

• Purpose
• Eligibility
• Process



Purpose

• Provide competitive grant funding 

• Voluntary, incentive-based conservation measures 

• Emphasize maintaining, enhancing, restoring, expanding, and 
benefiting sage grouse habitat and populations 

• Private lands, and public lands as needed 

• Within Core Areas, General Habitat, or Connectivity Areas. 

The purpose of the Montana Greater Sage-Grouse 
Stewardship Act 

MCA 87-5-902(2)



Grant Applicant Eligibility

Only “organizations” or “agencies” are eligible to receive 
grant funding. 

• Organization: private entity registered with the Montana Secretary 
of State. 

• Agency: a department, agency, or instrumentality of the state of 
Montana, a political subdivision of the state, or a Tribe

ARM 14.6.101 and MCA 87-5-910



Grant Project Eligibility

• Located, at least in part, on land designated as Core Area, General 
Habitat, or Connectivity Area.

• Maintain, enhance, restore, expand, or benefit sage grouse habitat 
and populations

• May involve land owned by multiple landowners, including state 
and federal land

MCA 87-5-910(1)



Eligible grant projects may include: 

• Conifer reduction;
• Control invasive weeds;
• Maintenance, restoration, or improvement of sagebrush habitat;
• Conservation leases or permanent conservation easements;
• Reduce conversion of grazing land to cropland;
• Restoration of cropland to grazing land;
• Modification of fire management;
• Demarcation of fences;
• Reduction of raptor perching subsidies;
• Reduction of unnatural safe havens for predators;

MCA 87-5-910



Grant Evaluation Criteria
Grant projects should maintain, enhance, restore, 
expand, or benefit sage grouse habitat and populations

The evaluation criteria must give greater priority to proposed 
projects that: 

• involve partnerships between public and private entities; 
• provide matching funds; 
• maximize the amount of credits generated per dollars of funds 

awarded. 

MCA 87-5-904(1)



New Conservation Side Web Application 



Introduction



Basics



Enter Spatial Data



Application Questions

Upload Document Attachments



The Grant Process

• MSGOT initiates a new Grant Cycle
• The Program sends out public notice



Grant Projects - Process
Pre-Application

Proposal &
Preliminary

Review Report

Formal Request
for Complete
Applications

Written Public
Scoping

Comments
Accepted

Application
Review and
Program’s

Report

Obtain preliminary information to help decide whether to submit a Complete Application
• Submit the Pre-Application Proposal and spatial data using the web application
• The Program will apply the Habitat Quantification Tool (HQT) and determine other ecological 

metrics
• The Program provides a Preliminary Review Report to the potential applicant
• Would-be applicants decide whether to submit Complete Application

Program issues formal request for Complete Applications
• Complete Applications, supporting information, final spatial data prepared and submitted to 

Program

Accept initial public scoping comments on grant applications for MSGOT’s consideration and 
initiate preparation of an environmental assessment if the project is selected for funding
• Program publishes all Complete Applications received and the Program’s Preliminary 

Review Report on the Grants webpage 
• Submit electronic comments through the web or postal mail

Review Complete Applications, obtain independent peer review and prepare Grant 
Recommendation Report for MSGOT
• Program calculates final HQT scores, determines projected number of credits created, other 

relevant ecological and situational metrics
• Independent Peer Review of Complete Applications, HQT results, and other metrics
• Program prepares Grant Recommendations Report for MSGOT



Grant Projects – Process continued
MSGOT
Selects

Recipients

Environ. 
Assessment

(MEPA)

Execute
Grant

Agreement

Implement
Project

MSGOT meeting to select projects for funding and award amounts
• MSGOT Meeting: presentations by grant applicants, review  Complete Applications, supporting 

materials, HQT results and peer review, public scoping comments, and the Program’s Grant 
Recommendations Report / Recommendations

• MSGOT discussion, additional public comment, and MSGOT selects recipients and award 
amounts

Complete MEPA environmental assessment and decision notice
• Program completes environmental assessment, solicits public comment
• MSGOT chair reviews proposed record of decision so long as no significant issues raised by the 

public and no material changes to the project or award amount
• MSGOT reviews anew if significant issues raised by the public or material changes to the project 

Parties sign the grant agreement
• Program, MSGOT and grant recipients execute grant agreements
• Administrative, fiscal, and legal support from host agency Dept. of Natural Resources and 

Conservation as needed

• Grant recipient implements the project as soon as proposed decision notice is signed by MSGOT 
Chair and the Grant Agreement is executed

• Grant Recipient works with the Habitat Conservation Program and DNRC as necessary to 
implement project

• Program updates the mitigation credit registry
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Montana’s Compensatory Mitigation Strategy 
for Sage Grouse Habitat Conservation: 

CREDIT BALANCE REVIEW – 2021

Jamie McFadden

MONTANA SAGE GROUSE
Habitat Conservation Program

Montana Sage Grouse Oversight Team Meeting
11 February 2022

Jamie McFadden NRCS



Credit Balance Review for 2021 | MSGOT Meeting | 11 February 2022 MONTANA SAGE GROUSE
Habitat Conservation Program

Credit Balance Review:
EXAMPLE

Year Credits
2016 0
2017 0
2018 100
2019 100
2020 100
2021 100

… …



Credit Balance Review for 2021 | MSGOT Meeting | 11 February 2022 MONTANA SAGE GROUSE
Habitat Conservation Program

Credit Balance Review:
EXAMPLE

Year Credits Debits
2016 0 0
2017 0 0
2018 100 0
2019 100 (200)
2020 100 (200)
2021 100 (100)

… … …



Credit Balance Review for 2021 | MSGOT Meeting | 11 February 2022 MONTANA SAGE GROUSE
Habitat Conservation Program

Credit Balance Review:
EXAMPLE

Year Credits Debits Balance
2016 0 0 0
2017 0 0 0
2018 100 0 100
2019 100 (200) (100)
2020 100 (200) (100)
2021 100 (100) 0

… … … …



Credit Balance Review for 2021 | MSGOT Meeting | 11 February 2022 MONTANA SAGE GROUSE
Habitat Conservation Program

Credit Balance Review:
STATEWIDE



Credit Balance Review for 2021 | MSGOT Meeting | 11 February 2022 MONTANA SAGE GROUSE
Habitat Conservation Program

Credit Balance Review: 
CENTRAL SERVICE AREA



Credit Balance Review for 2021 | MSGOT Meeting | 11 February 2022 MONTANA SAGE GROUSE
Habitat Conservation Program

Credit Balance Review: 
NORTH CENTRAL SERVICE AREA



Credit Balance Review for 2021 | MSGOT Meeting | 11 February 2022 MONTANA SAGE GROUSE
Habitat Conservation Program

Credit Balance Review: 
SOUTHEASTERN SERVICE AREA



Credit Balance Review for 2021 | MSGOT Meeting | 11 February 2022 MONTANA SAGE GROUSE
Habitat Conservation Program

Credit Balance Review: 
SOUTHWESTERN SERVICE AREA



Credit Balance Review for 2021 | MSGOT Meeting | 11 February 2022 MONTANA SAGE GROUSE
Habitat Conservation Program

Credit Balance Review: 
OVERVIEW



Credit Balance Review for 2021 | MSGOT Meeting | 11 February 2022 MONTANA SAGE GROUSE
Habitat Conservation Program

Credit Balance Review: 
OVERVIEW



Credit Balance Review for 2021 | MSGOT Meeting | 11 February 2022 MONTANA SAGE GROUSE
Habitat Conservation Program

Credit Balance and Stewardship Grants through 
Time


Esri ArcGIS Pro 2.9.0.32739







Credit Balance Review for 2021 | MSGOT Meeting | 11 February 2022 MONTANA SAGE GROUSE
Habitat Conservation Program

Conservation Lease Background

Permanent Conservation Easements: 

• Informed by a preliminary [market] appraisal, sometimes by a final appraisal.  
• Grant sponsor requests a specified dollar amount for the grant based on the easement appraisal.  
• The cost the state pays for credits is calculated by dividing the full appraised value by number of credits 

created
• 40% of the value of a Perpetual Conservation Easement goes to market 

Conservation Lease: 

• The dollar value of a conservation lease is determined by the total number of credits that are calculated 
using the Habitat Quantification Tool.  

• The total number of credits were multiplied by $13 to arrive at a dollar amount. 

The cost of credits at $13 was informed by the value and the parameters for 2016 perpetual easements that 
MSGOT funded.

• Should we apply the 3% to the credit side just like is applied to the debit side?

Restoration or Enhancement Projects:

• Restoration or enhancements project receive a 5% or 10% policy multiplier for newly produced functional 
acres
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Stewardship Grants
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